
   

 

   

Greetings Middle River Middle Family, 
 
The first quarter of the 2018-19 school year has come and gone already, and 
great things are happening at Middle River!  Our sixth graders have adjusted 
well to middle school and they are gaining self-confidence every day.  They are 
comfortable navigating the building and are engaging in customized, personal-
ized learning experiences along the way.  It is a rewarding experience to visit 
classrooms and observe our students working diligently each day.  We continue 
our focus on literacy across contents – ask your child about being a Pawsome 
Reader! We also remain dedicated to providing our students with a rigorous, 
safe, positive learning environment on a daily basis.    
 

Please continue to access your child’s grades through BCPSOne and Schoology 
help your child to set goals for the second quarter.  A resource page for parents 
can be found later in this newsletter to assist any parents who have not yet es-
tablished an account.  A parent/guardian email address, first name, last name, 
and verification of educational rights must be on file with the school prior to 
creating an account.  For specific questions regarding your child’s grades, 
please be sure to contact your child’s teacher.  Schoology allows you to email 
each of your child’s teachers for any explanations necessary regarding their 
grades.   
 
We continue to implement our PBIS Character Education program.  Through 
our focus on recognition of positive behaviors, our daily interactions with stu-
dents center on fostering personal and civic virtues, including Respect, On task 
behaviors, Achievement of personal and academic goals, and Responsible be-
haviors (ROAR).   As a PBIS school, we recognize that developing a child’s 
character, as well as their intellect, will contribute to safe and orderly schools, 
greater academic progress, and a stronger student and staff morale. We look 
forward to seeing the fruits of this value-rich program in the months and years 
to come.  Students who demonstrated the attributes of ROAR and earned MR 
Prides during the first quarter were eligible to participate in our first incentive, 
the Spooktacular Field Day.  A great time was had by all!!   
child to earn those MR Prides to be used in upcoming incentives! 
 
Along these same lines, as an IB Candidate School, we are focusing this year 
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Encourage your child to earn those MR Prides to be 
used in upcoming incentives! 
 
Along these same lines, as an IB Candidate School, we 
are focusing this year on the 10 attributes of the IB 
Learner Profile.  Please see a full explanation of these 
attributes later in this newsletter; however, ask your 
child about the investigation where they were Inquirers 
and were Reflective! 
 
Our PTO continues to conduct their membership 
drive. We have an outstanding PTO and this organi-
zation contributes considerable time, and effort to 
support our educational programs. If you have not 
joined the PTO, please consider joining as soon as 
possible!  Even if you don’t have time to assist, your 
membership dues go a long way to support our 
school.    
 
Finally, please remember that all visitors to our building 
must have proper photo identification when entering our 
building.  All visitors are entered in to our Raptor Visi-
tors Identification system and helps us to ensure safety 
for all students and staff.  We appreciate your coopera-
tion! 
 
In closing, I wish you peace, joy and happiness during 
the upcoming holiday season! 
 
Sincerely, 
Shannon K. Parker, Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

From Our Assistant Principals 

A Message from Mr. Miller, 8th Grade Assistant Princi-
pal: 
 
We have completed the first quarter of our 8th grade at 
Middle River Middle.  It has been rousing as we contin-
ue to create lifelong memories, lifelong habits and pre-
pare ourselves for high school.  At times, 8th graders 
may feel independent and/or dependent in the same mo 

 
ment.  Student voices have changed or are chang-
ing.  Student’s shoe sizes change seemingly week-
ly.  Sometimes the blouse or shirt that was worn one 
week cannot fit the next.  Students begin to see the light 
at the end of the tunnel.   This time last year, we were 
the “middle children” in our middle school.  However, 
we have persevered through many obstacles.  As we 
continue to transition through our 8th grade year, I want 
to reiterate my suggestions to 8th graders for a success-
ful year.  Note to students and parents: THIS TIME 
NEXT YEAR, STUDENTS WILL BE ENROLLED IN 
HIGH SCHOOL.  As such, due diligence with academic 
work and behavioral expressions are vital for middle 
school and high school success.  Here are Mr. Miller’s 
Ten Nuggets of Wisdom: 
  
 Be Respectful, On-task, Achieving, and Responsible 
 Remember to always be on time for every class. 
 Have your materials and mind ready for learning. 
 Remain in class focused on the learning activities.   
 Ask questions to teachers and peers and challenge 

what you are learning.  Justify your responses. 
 Collaborate with your peers at appropriate 

times.  When temporarily stumped, ask three class-
mates before you ask the teacher. 

 Be kind to each other with your word and ac-
tions.  This includes social media platforms.   

 Study for, at minimum, five minutes every night for 
each subject. 

 Walk everywhere in the building.  Save running for 
the appropriate Physical Education activity. 

 Be where you are supposed to be and have a teacher’s 
permission and PASS if you are physically away 
from your scheduled class. 

  
Let’s have a great year! 
  

 
Develop a passion for learning.  If you do, you 
will 
never 
cease to 
grow. - An-
thony J. 
D’An-
gelo 
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Welcome to Middle River Middle School 
 

News You Can Use……Quarter 1—2018 
 

Mr. Rothman  Assistant Principal - Grade 6 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Student Reminders: 
 

*Students are permitted to use their lockers four times per day.  (Arrival, before 
lunch, after lunch, dismissal) 
 
*Cell phones are “off and away” when students are in class.  Students may have 
one headphone in during transition times in the hallway. 
 
*Students are reminded to submit a note to the homeroom teacher if an absence 
occurs.   
 
*Student devices – should be fully charged every day!! Students should not be 
able to access Youtube or any games on their devices! 
 
*Parents should contact classroom teachers as questions arise with grading and 
student progress.  Parents should check on grades regularly through Schoology.   
                                        

Stay in Touch! 
Assistant Principal: Mr. Rothman            
School Counselor:  Mrs. Ridgell  
Grade 6 Team Leader: Ms. Laatsch 
IEP Chair: Mrs. Ohms  
School Nurse: Mrs. House 
 

As Lions we are:  
Respectful 
On Task, 
Achieving 

Responsible 

6th grade students are off to a great start this school year.  Adjusting to mid-
dle school can be tough, but our 6th graders are doing great.  As a reminder, 
students are expected to be on time to class and complete all work assigned by 
the teachers.  Students should come prepared to class with their pencils, note-
books, and computers.  Students should use their PRIDE Time for additional 
support, and attend coach class during lunch or after school when struggling in 
class.  Completing homework regularly will assist in keeping students engaged in 
the material as they may not see their class every day.   
 
Keep up the great work 6th graders.  We have a long year ahead, and we cannot 
wait to see how GREAT this school year can be! 
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DRESS CODE 

We have used common sense and reasonableness to 
form our dress code.  Before your child leaves for 
school, one should ask if the outfit would be accepta-
ble in the world of work.  Even in the hot weather 
students need to come to school with their bodies 
covered in a modest fashion. The following are 
guidelines for shopping: 

 Skirts, dresses, or shorts need to be fingertip 
length 

 No undergarments should be exposed 

 Tops need to cover midriff and should not be 
strapless, tank tops, or muscle tee shirts; straps 
should be at least 2 finger-width 

 Avoid clothing or other items (jewelry, etc.) de-
picting either a dehumanizing message or a dan-
ger to others (including , but not limited to, 
chains, dog collars, metal stud bracelets, etc.) 

 Shoes or sandals must be suitable for outdoor 
wear and  provide foot safety (no slippers) 

 No nightclothes, pajamas, or loungewear 

 In cool weather, students must keep coats in his/
her assigned locker; sweaters or sweatshirts are 
good choices 

 No hats, scarves or bandannas 

 Expensive jewelry and all electronic devices/
headsets should be kept at home.  This allows our 
students and staff to focus on achievement rather 
than on lost/misplaced/stolen items 

If your child wears an inappropriate outfit, we will 
call you to bring appropriate clothes for the stu-
dent. 

 As a reminder: Upon entering the building, 
students are to remove all hats, hoods, and ear-
phones. Cell phones are to be kept in the locker. 

PHONE MESSAGE POLICY 

Please do not call school with a message for your 
child. Our class time is devoted to learning. We can-
not interrupt instruction to deliver personal messag-
es. In the event of an extreme emergency, an admin-
istrator must give permission for the message to be 
delivered. 

 

CONNECT ED 
Baltimore County Public Schools and Middle River 
Middle utilize a phone call out system called Connect 
Ed.  This system is used to keep parents informed of 
school and district events, student attendance, PTSA 
functions, etc. 

 

LOCKERS 
All students are assigned a locker. Outer coats, book 
bags, backpacks, large purses, cell phones, and other 
electronic devices are to be kept in the lockers. 

 
  

BUS LOADING/UNLOADING AREAS 
Please do not pull into the circle drive at the begin-
ning or end of the school day. In order to provide an 
orderly and timely dismissal, the buses park in as-
signed places around the circle. If there are cars in 
the circle, the buses are unable to unload/load 
properly. 
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PTSO 

 
The PTSA is sponsoring restaurant nights 
to earn  money for our school.  So far, we had the  
following fund raisers: Panera, Chik-fil-A, and 
Sweet Frog. The following are upcoming events: 
* December 3 & 4—Five Below (Golden Ring  
Shopping Center) 5 to 9 pm. 
* December 6—Holiday Dance, 3 to 5 pm 
* December 20—Honor Roll Breakfast, TBD 
 

Be on the look out for future events.    
Mr. Skopp and the PTSO 

 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHECKS 

 
Unfortunately, due to the issuance of dishonored 
checks presented to Baltimore County Public Schools 
in the past,  MRMS will not be able to accept person-
al checks. We will accept cash, cashier’s checks, and 
money orders for items such as physical education 
uniforms, yearbooks, etc. The cafeteria will continue 
to accept checks for money placed on student ac-
counts. We apologize for any inconvenience that this 
may cause. 

 

 

 
 
 

DONATIONS OF HEAD PHONES/EAR BUDS 
 

As we move toward a blended curriculum, students 
will be using headphones/ear buds as part of their 
learning process. We would appreciate any dona-
tions of these items to assist students with their 
learning. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE LIBRARY 
 
It is never too late to return overdue library books. 
Library books from any Baltimore County Public 
School can be returned to Middle River Middle. Pay-
ments for lost or damaged books are also accepted. 
Payment must be in the form of cash , cashier’s 
check, and/or money order. We are sorry, but we 
cannot accept personal checks.  
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Cross Country Championship Meet 

On Saturday, October 20th MRMS student-athletes competed in the BCPS Middle School 
Cross Country Invitational. MRMS had 15 student-athletes participate in the event, alt-
hough 16 total members made up the cross country team. The race took place at the Mary-
land Farm and Agriculture Park in Cockeysville, Maryland. At this event, MRMS athletes 
competed against 26 other BCPS middle schools in a 2 mile race! Coach Roh was ex-
tremely proud of all MRMS student-athletes who competed and worked extremely hard 
over the Cross Country season. Others in support of our Lion athletes that afternoon were 
Mr. Miller, who drove in from Pennsylvania to watch and cheer on our student athletes, 
Mr. Snelling, Ms. Philipp and Mr. Ward! The students enjoyed seeing their teachers, sup-
port staff and an administrator supporting them at the event with praises, words of encour-
agement, whistles, clapping and high fives!!  
  

To celebrate all student-athlete successes, hard work, diligence, sportsmanship, and com-
mitment to the sport, Coach Roh is planning on holding an awards ceremony for cross 
country athletes. Information about this event will be forthcoming from the coaches.   
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 At Middle River Middle School, WE: 
 

 
Walk in the hallways. 

 

 Eat only in designated classrooms or the cafeteria.  

 

 Keep hoods down at all times. 

 

 Use electronics, including earbuds, only under the direction of a 

 teacher. 

 

 Use appropriate language at all times. 
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From the desk of Leah House, Nurse 
 
Does your child need a physical? Immun-
izations? A check-up for asthma or a sick 

visit? 
 

Do you have problems with getting an ap-
pointment with your doctor, transporta-
tion, insurance, or cost issues, or don’t have 
a current Pediatrician? 

 

 

COME SEE OUR …….. 

WELLNESS CENTER!! 

Ms. Weihs, CRNP, is a Family Nurse Practitioner and 
sees students here at Middle River Middle every 
Monday afternoon. She can also see students from 
Glenmar, Martin Boulevard, and Victory Villa Ele-
mentary schools. If you’d like to set up an appoint-
ment for your child for a physical, acute illness like 
ear infection or sore throat, chronic illness like asth-
ma, or any other health concern, please contact the 
school nurse.  
 
All you need to do is complete a wellness consent 
form and history for your child to be seen.  
Call Mrs. House  at 410.887.0168 for more infor-
mation, to schedule an appointment, or to get the 
forms. 

 
 

 
 
 

GET YOUR FLU SHOT!! 
 
The CDC recommends a yearly flu shot as the first 
and most important step in protecting against flu vi-
ruses. 
 

FLU SEASON IS HERE!! 
It is important that we work together to keep 
our children healthy. School aged children of-
ten have the highest rates of influenza and 
serve as a major source of transmission within 
communities. By keeping our children flu-
free, we benefit our community and our 
school! 

 
WASH YOUR HANDS!! 

Good hand washing, with soap and water is 
the number one way to prevent the spread of 
germs! Wash your hands often and especially 
after sneezing or coughing. Hand sanitizers 
are effective if soap and water aren’t availa-
ble.  

 
COVER YOUR MOUTH!! 

Use a tissue or your sleeve instead of your 
hands to prevent germs from spreading.  

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ! ! ! !  

IF YOUR CHILD IS SICK AND HAS A FEVER 

 
Per Baltimore County Policy, Students should 
NOT return to school until they have been fe-
ver free for at least 24 hours. This is to pre-
vent the spread of illness to others.  
 

 
COMMON SIGNS/SYMPTOMS OF THE 

FLU may include: 
Fever 
Headache 
Body Aches 
Fatigue/Weakness 
Sore throat 



 10 

 

Counselor’s Corner  

 

 

 

Greetings Middle River Middle School Families!  

The Counseling Team  hopes that the 2017-2018  

school year is off to a great start! 

We are: 

Jamie Rudden – 6th  Grade & 7th Grade (Last Name: M-Z)  

jrudden@bcps.org  

Leigh Ridgell – 8th Grade & 7th Grade (Last Name A-L)  

lridgell@bcps.org  

Rachel Gettinger– Part-Time Group and Classroom Guidance Counselor 

rgettinger@bcps.org  

 

We are here to help! At any point throughout the year, if you feel that we might 

be able to help you or your child in any way, please feel free to contact us through 

e-mail or you can call the Counseling Office at 410.887.0164. 

 

The Counseling Department has been getting feedback from teachers regarding 

students who they feel may benefit from group or individual counseling. Therapeu-

tic groups will be forming as feedback is received. In addition, in order to be pro-

active in addressing various needs of the school, there will be classroom guidance 

lessons presented to all grades this year on a variety of topics including college 

and career readiness, magnet programs, peaceful conflict resolution, internet 

safety, anti-bullying, and tolerance/acceptance. Please ask your child about these 

lessons and reinforce these important topics at home. 

 

Naviance is a website that provides a unique individualized, customized experience 

for our students to engage in early career and college readiness activities.  Stu-

dents will answer questions about their strengths, interests, hobbies and person-

ality traits.  Based on their responses, Naviance will suggest career choices that  

mailto:jrudden@bcps.org
mailto:lridgell@bcps.org
mailto:lmussini@bcps.org
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might be a good fit for your student.  Students can search information about the  

suggested careers including credentials needed and salary information. Students 
really seem to enjoy these lessons; it is exciting for them to start thinking about 

their future goals!  These Naviance lessons for grades 7 and 8 will be conducted 
throughout the  fall and winter.  Parents were sent emails with their registration 
code to log into Naviance.  If you have any questions regarding Naviance, please 

contact the School Counseling Office. 
 

In addition to Naviance, each student in grades 7 and 8 will conference with a 

school counselor to discuss his/her plans for high school and beyond. These “6 

Year Plans” are important and meaningful conversations that we will have with 

each student to assist them in starting to think about their future goals. Please 

begin to have these conversations at home as well. 
 

During the month of November, our students learned about being reflective and 
being inquirers! As inquirers, MRMS students and staff develop our natural curi-
osity.  We develop skills for inquiry and research.  We know how to learn inde-

pendently and with others.  We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of 
learning throughout life. MRMS students and staff are also reflective!  We 

thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experiences.  We work to 
understand our strengths and weaknesses to support our learning and personal  
development.  
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7 Ways to Encourage Reluctant Readers 
 

Reading is a tremendously appealing, satisfying activity, and children will become hooked once the adults 
in their lives consistently build it into their daily schedules. The key is getting children started. The follow-
ing seven strategies will help even the most reluctant reader become more enthusiastic about the en-
deavour. 
  
1.   Start with the child’s passions.  Children will be more excited about reading when they can choose 
books or magazines related to their interests. This suggestion is far and away the most powerful one 
when it comes to encouraging those who are reluctant to read. When kids own the choice of what they 
will read, motivation increases significantly. 
 
2.   Make reading a social experience.  Children who don’t enjoy reading alone often enjoy reading with 
somebody else.  Children can read with their parents, siblings, other relatives, and friends.  Some children 
even start mini-book clubs and discuss books related to their common interests.  Asking children to read 
to their younger siblings and cousins can powerfully impact their own motivation to read. 
 
3.   Read aloud to children.  Many parents regularly read aloud to their children when they are very 
young, yet stop this activity as the kids get older.  Parents should read aloud to children throughout their 
educational experiences.  Doing so makes reading more enjoyable, improves listening skills, builds com-
prehension, lengthens attention spans, and grows the imagination. 
 
4.   Take advantage of new technology.  Children who may not find books interesting may enjoy reading 
the same texts on smart phones, computers, and electronic readers, such as the iPad or Kindle.  Technolo-
gy makes everything seem cooler and more engaging to children, and we should capitalize on this fact 
when it comes to reading. 
 
5.   Be a role model to children.  When children see their parents reading frequently, discussing what they 
have read, and carrying books around, they will value reading to a greater extent.  The power of modeling 
cannot be underestimated. 
 
6.   Camouflage reading.  Parents can increase the amount of time their children spend reading by subtly 
building the activity into other, seemingly unrelated activities.  Examples include reading menus at restau-
rants, reading the directions to board games, and looking at various websites together. Children who may 
not yet enjoy reading for its own sake may enjoy it tremendously when it’s incorporated into other engag-
ing pastimes. 
 
7.   Be sure children read books that are appropriately challenging.  Many times kids don’t want to read 
simply because the books they encounter are too difficult.  This seemingly obvious point is frequently for-
gotten. None of us want to encounter frustration, and we will go to great lengths to avoid experiences 
that make us feel this way. Appropriately challenging books are those in which students can fluently read 
approximately 95% of the words. Encountering a small number of difficult words can help children grow in 
their reading skills, but encountering too many of these words can interfere with fluency and lead to dis-
couragement. 
Commit to trying one or more these ideas to help your child become a more enthusiastic reader! 

http://stevereifman.com/featured-articles/for-parents/172-7-ways-to-encourage-reluctant-readers
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
NOVEMBER   29   Picture Day—Make Up 
 
DECEMBER    6    PTSO Holiday Dance, 3-5 pm 
DECEMBER  11   Orchestra Winter Concert, 5 pm 
DECEMBER  12   Band Winter Concert, 5 pm 
DECEMBER   13   Chorus Winter Concert, 5 pm 
 
DECEMBER   22   Winter Break begins at end of school day 

 
JANUARY                       2   Schools Reopen 
JANUARY     9   Conference Night, 4-6 pm 
JANUARY    21   MLK, Jr. Birthday/School & Offices 
       Closed 
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